“Hate Has No
Home” Rally Held

Paid Commentary

Reverend Tony Lorenzen of Hopedale
Unitarian Parish spoke at the “Hate Has No
Home” Rally.
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Last month’s outbreak of violence in
Charlottesville, Va. prompted the Milford
Area Humanitarian Coalition to plan a rally
against racism, bigotry and violence. More
than 60 people attended the August 27 “Hate
Has No Home” rally at Draper Memorial
Park.
Organizer Justin Varteresian explained that
the local community wanted to take a stand
against violence and bigotry “in response to
all that’s going on in the country, especially
Charlottesville, to show that’s not what we’re
all about.”
“We come together today in solidarity
to say there’s only one side responsible for
hatred and bigotry,” said the Reverend Tony
Lorenzen of the Hopedale Unitarian Parish.
“We are here to declare what side we’re on.
We’re on the moral side."
“For the past couple of weeks our country
has been reeling from the vile rhetoric of
white supremacists,” Varteresian stated. “How
much longer must we be affected by the twin
plagues of racism and violence?” he asked.
“We say it, but do we mean it? All men are
created equal.”
Teacher Alejandro Ruelas spoke of having
“teachable moments” by stopping after any
bigotry or bullying to tell students their
language or behavior was not acceptable and
why.
”This is our village and it’s everyone’s
responsibility,” he said. “Injustice is injustice
and hate is hate.”
Pointing around him to the names of
more than 2,000 World War veterans, State
Representative Brian Murray, D. Milford, said
President Donald Trump’s refusal to condemn
Nazis was “just unbelievable to me” and an
insult to those veterans. “The disrespect to
veterans was appalling,” he added.
Murray defended everyone’s right to speak,
but said people should drown out hate speech
with “more speech. We will be hard that it is
not right, that we are all equal under the law
and we are all children of God.”
Murray joined State Senator Ryan Fattman,
R. Webster, in co-sponsoring a resolution
from the state legislature condemning the
violence in Charlottesville. “I thought it was
very important to send a strong message from
Massachusetts,” Murray said.

Excellent Eye Care for the Entire Family
Optical
Shop On-site

Offering Blade-Free
Laser Cataract Surgery

Sat & After
Hour Appts.
Available

John F. Hatch, MD • Roger M. Kaldawy, MD • Kameran Lashkari, MD

SEPTEMBER 8, 2017

MILFORD TOWN CRIER

7

